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the Survey reports may have been,—let me at least refer to his account of the great fault-fold of the Elk Mountains, his brilliant papers on the San Juan country, and his masterly sketch of the Yellowstone National Park, whose general conclusions have been confirmed by the subsequent work of Messrs. Hague, Iddings and Weed—it is as an interpreter of land forms, by pen and pencil, that Holmes occupies, in the history of our science, a place which is quite unique and ought to make his name famous. From the English geologist Scrope to the French geographer Schrader and the Swiss geologist Heim, not a few investigators of mountain and valley landscapes have practiced the art of sketching; but I believe nobody, as yet, has portrayed with greater perfection, with a finer sense of the relations between structure and form, the various aspects of a region than Holmes has done for the scenery of the Rocky Mountains. His innumerable sketches, buried in the old little black-covered volumes of the Hayden Reports, ought to become classic to every student. A republication of these masterpieces in album form would be most welcome. For the last thirty years or more Holmes has devoted himself entirely to ethnology, in which, also, he is a master. Alas for geographical drawing 1 TTia productions would have filled with joy and admiration a Da Vinci or a Diirer 1
To return to the Atlas of Colorado, a striking proof of its excellence is given by the fact that, on the blue prints presented to us, along our route, by the present survey of that state, the geological boundaries, on the western sheet at least, are, to the minutest details, identical with those of the Hayden atlas.
Another great piece of work, published almost simultaneously (1878), was made by Clarence King, a former assistant of the State Survey of California, on the Fortieth Parallel belt, from Reno to Wyoming. The fine colored maps which accompany several bulky volumes of text constitute practically a continuous section across the western mountain-belt. They contained the first precise information available about one of the most extensive zones of disturbance known on the earth's surface, where faulting on a large scale, such as we have seen in the Great Basin, seems to have taken place in recent times, after the stupendous plications of which the noble Wasatch Range, for example, close to Salt Lake City, furnishes abundant proof. With his two assistants, Emmons and Hague,

